
 
 

TAP Secures Environmental Permit for Albania 
 
News Release 
 
11 April 2013   
 
Permit reiterates high level of local support for the pipeline project 
 
Tirana, Albania. The Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) has today announced that the Environmental Social 
Impact Assessment (ESIA) in Albania has been approved by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Water Administration. The Environmental Permit has been published by the National Licensing Centre. 
 
Submitted on the 21st of January 2013, the document has undergone a rigorous ten week review process, 
during which three public hearings were organised by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Water 
Administration with affected stakeholders. The ESIA maps-out all possible environmental, cultural or 
socio-economic impacts of the pipeline and includes measures to avoid and mitigate any possible impacts 
the pipeline may have during and after construction. The granting of the Permit takes the project a step 
closer to completion by specifying the construction and operational requirements that the management 
team must meet in order to fully comply with Albania’s environmental legislation. 
 
Prior to the final submission, TAP provided the full ESIA document to residents of 83 communities in the 
regions of Korça, Skrapar, Berat and Fier, as well as to various NGOs and central institutions:  In total, 23 
public consultations took place with local stakeholders along the TAP route.  In addition, local government 
was involved in the consultation process, with the project team discussing the report with the councils of 
38 communes located along the route and all issued formal decisions in support of TAP project. During this 
period of public consultation, TAP received feedback from the local communities and responded to a range 
of queries. 
 
Commenting, Albert Haak, Country Manager for TAP in Albania said: “The Trans Adriatic Pipeline has 
always placed great emphasis on corporate social responsibility so we are delighted that Environmental, 
Social Impact Assessment in Albania has been approved. Our discussions with individual people, local 
government and NGOs have shown consistently high levels of support for TAP and that has been borne 
out with today’s decision.” 
 
“Having now secured our ESIA we can move to the next stage, obtaining the infrastructure permits 
needed for the construction phase. We are fully on track to be ready to ship Shah Deniz gas when it 
becomes available in late 2018.” 
 
TAP will transport natural gas from the giant Shah Deniz II field in Azerbaijan, through Greece and Albania 
to Italy, from where it can be transported further into Western Europe. The Albanian section of the 
pipeline will start at Bilisht Qendër at the Greek border, and will stretch some 209km to the coastal area 
north of Fier, where it will join the Adriatic. The Albanian offshore section will be 60km in length. 
 
 
ENDS 
 
 
About TAP 
 
TAP will transport natural gas from the giant Shah Deniz II field in Azerbaijan to the most attractive 
markets in Europe. 
 
The pipeline will interconnect with the Trans Anatolian Pipeline (TANAP) near the Turkish-Greek border, 
cross Greece and Albania and the Adriatic Sea coming ashore in Southern Italy. TAP’s routing can facilitate 
gas supply to several South Eastern European countries including Bulgaria, Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Croatia and others.  TAP’s landfall in Italy, the third largest gas market in 
Europe, provides multiple opportunities for further transport of Caspian natural gas to some of the largest 
European markets such as Germany, France, the UK, Switzerland and Austria. 
 



Designed to expand the capacity from 10 to 20 bcm per year, TAP will open up the so-called Southern Gas 
Corridor, which will enhance Europe's energy security by contributing to the diversification of the region's 
gas supplies. 
 
TAP’s shareholders are Axpo of Switzerland (42.5%), Norway’s Statoil (42.5%) and E.ON Ruhrgas of 
Germany (15%). Shah Deniz II consortium members – BP, SOCAR and Total - have the option to join TAP 
if it is selected in June 2013, and are currently funding the TAP project. 
 
 
More about TAP at www.trans-adriatic-pipeline.com 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
media@tap-ag.com 
 
 

 


